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THE MESSENGER 
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

11 W. Pine, Butler, MO 64730 

Phone: 660-679-3066 Email: admin@fccbutler.org 

Loving Like God 

 

We’ve all heard of how the Greek used in the New Testament has more than one word that 
can be translated into English as love.  Each has a slightly different shade of meaning, and those 
differences are lost in translation.  One refers to the kind of love that is manifest in physical 
attraction; one is about friendship; there are words about the love that’s present in families; and 
then there is the kind of love the Bible says God has for us.  Each of these, of course, is an 
important part of life, especially Christian life.  But in English we just have the one word. 

I’m sure you know that the word for God’s kind of love is agapē.  This love is unconditional; 
while we may lose physical attraction for another person, or we might find ourselves no longer 
interested in a friendship with someone who has harmed us, agapē doesn’t fade away.  But it’s 
also not necessarily based on feelings; we can love someone in this way even when we don’t like 
them much.  Agapē is about action, rather than feelings. 

But how can we love someone when we don’t have positive feelings toward them? 

The cliché “fake it till you make it” gets some bad press.  It implies doing something when our 
heart’s not in it, and so it suggests hypocrisy.  However, it’s actually a pretty good description of 
agapē.  Even if we don’t feel loving toward someone—and this is sort of inevitable in human 
relationships—we continue to act lovingly, seeking to do right by them anyway. 

Obviously a caveat is called for:  sometimes agapē has to happen from a distance.  There’s 
nothing in this kind of love that requires us to put ourselves back into a position where we’ve 
been hurt or abused.  Remember that the second of Jesus’ greatest commandments is “love your 
neighbor as yourself”—that means it’s okay to look after your own best interests and not allow 
someone to hurt you again. 

But keeping that in mind, and turning back to the everyday, non-abusive relationships we all 
have, when we don’t feel loving, but act lovingly anyway, it turns out that sometimes, that 
transforms our own hearts to the point that we may, once again, have loving feelings.  And even if 
that doesn’t happen, when our actions are rooted in unconditional love—agapē—we’ve brought 
some good into the world. 



 

Volume 63, Issue 2—February 2023—Page 2 

Music Director: Carol Ann Winburn — Accompanist: Mary Coffman  
   Sound Techs: Phyllis McBrayer, Dianna Silvers, Justin Quick 

December Income 

$8,864.43 

 

December Expense 

$14,981.57 

 

YTD Income 

$101,790.66 

 

YTD Expense 

$124,866.81 

 

You may view a complete financial 

report in the church office. 

Elder: Diana Rich 
Deacon: Gary Coffman & Derek Lile 

Greeter: Peggy Thomas 
Scripture Reader:  Carol Roberts 

Greeter: Carol Hedrick 
Scripture Reader: Carol Hedrick 

ATTENDANCE 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Frank & Deloris 

Baldwin 

*If you are joining Sunday worship via Facebook Live, let us know you are tuning 
in by leaving a comment on the live stream video or visit fccbutler.org and click 

the Register Attendance button.  

February 5 

February 12 

February 19 

Elder: Carol Roberts 
Deacon: Judy Daniel & Everett McBrayer 

Greeter: Derek & Lyssa Lile 
Scripture Reader: Lyssa Lile 

Elder: Shawn Quick 
Deacon: Judy Colburn & Peggy Thomas 

February 26 

Elder: John Daniel 
Deacon: Sally Bremer & Lyssa Lile 

Greeter: Peggy Thomas 
Scripture Reader: Lyssa Lile 

Date 
In-Person 

Worship  Online * 
Life  

Group 

Youth 
Group 

Date 

12/25 26 15 - - 12/28 

1/1 37 14 - 7 1/4 

1/8 40 10 7 7 1/11 

1/15 33 9 - - 1/18 

1/22 35 6 8 1/25 7 

BIRTHDAYS 

3 Kimberly McGuire 

4 Terry Agnew 

9 Beth Ann Davis 

20 Chelsea McConkay 

BUDGET 
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Current & Ongoing 

 Tammie Appleberry, Frank & Deloris Baldwin, Judy 
& Lyndell Colburn, Mary Culpepper, Caroll & Pam 
Dodds, Louise Foster, Larry Garren, Carolyn Ghys, 
Lona Grosshart, Caleb Hoffard, Mary Irvin, Paul 
Jackson, Steve Jeffrey, Nancy & Jim Simpson, Lori 
Koepsel, Barb Lawrence, Mikey Lemm, David & 
Linda Middleton, Steve Poulter, Madison Priset, 
Alan Rich, Claude Shubert, Mary Ann Thornton, 
Patty Vowels. 

 
At Home 

 Julie Lewis 
 Linda Wix 
 

Currently Serving in the Military 

 Jordan Lopez   
 Jordan Olson   
 Rick Warren    

DISCIPLES WOMEN 
Tuesday, February 7 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 
ELDERS MEETING  

Sunday, February 12  
 
BOARD MEETING 

Sunday, February 19 
 
COMMUNITY CAFÉ  

Tuesday, February 21 @ 5:30 p.m. 
 
YOUTH GROUP 

Every Wednesday at 6 p.m., 3rd—12th grade 
 
ADULT CHOIR PRACTICE 

Every Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
 

WEEK OF COMPASSION SPECIAL OFFERING 
February 19—February 26 

THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 
Sympathy to the families of Kathy McCoy, Bob Foster, Jane Lane, Ed Steele, and Bill Mears. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

WEATHER CANCELLATION POLICY 
If the Weather Is Bad… 
…the pastor and board chair will decide together whether we will have worship.  We will ask Everett for input as well.  A 
decision will be made by 7 a.m. Sunday.  We’ll then contact the following news sources: 

• WDAF (Fox4) 
• KSHB (Channel 41) 
• FM-92.1 and their website (www.921news.com), and Facebook (kmam kmoe) 
• Bates County Live 

Cancellation information will also be posted on the church’s Facebook page (facebook.com/FCCButlerMO). 
If you haven’t seen or heard anything by 8 a.m. (to give the media outlets time to post the information), you can assume 
we’ll go on as usual; but please use your common sense about whether you believe it’s safe to get out.  We would 
rather have you stay home and be safe than try to get here and have an accident or a fall.  
If worship is cancelled, all other Sunday activities (including Sunday school and any meetings) will also be  cancelled. 
On weekdays, if Butler’s school has cancelled classes, the church will be closed and all activities for that day will be 
cancelled.  

The Outreach Department invites us to continue supporting 
the Community Food Pantry with our 
donations.  This February, let’s focus on 
soup and crackers. Bring your donations to 
the church throughout this month.  Please 
remember to check expiration dates! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SPECIAL OFFERING 2023 FEBRUARY 19-26  

Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee, 
and development mission fund of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Week 
of Compassion works with partners to 
alleviate suffering throughout the world, with 
a vision of a world where God’s people 
transform suffering into hope.  

FCC is looking for a new event coordinator.  If interested, 
please contact the church office, 66-679-3066. 

http://www.921news.com


 

Volume 63, Issue 2—February 2023—Page 4 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
 
 
6PM YOUTH 
 
7PM CHOIR 

2 
Groundhog Day 

3 

 
 
9AM – 12PM 
SONSHINE 
LADIES  

4 

5 
 
9:30AM 
WORSHIP 

10:30AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL/ 
LIFE GROUP 
 

6 
 
 

7 
 
 
6:30PM 
DISCIPLES  
WOMEN 

8 
 
 
6PM YOUTH 
 
7PM CHOIR 

9 10 
 
 
9AM – 12PM 
SONSHINE 
LADIES  

11 

12 
 
9:30AM 
WORSHIP 

10:30AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL/ 
LIFE GROUP 
ELDERS MEETING 

13 
 

14 
Valentine’s Day 

 
 
 

15 
 
 
6PM YOUTH 
 
7PM CHOIR 

16 17 
 
 
9AM – 12PM 
SONSHINE 
LADIES  

18 
 

19 
Week of  
Compassion 

9:30AM 
WORSHIP 

10:30AM 
BOARD MEETING 

20 
President’s Day 

21 
 
 
5:30PM 
COMMUNITY  
CAFÉ  

22 
Ash Wednesday 

 
6PM YOUTH 
 
7PM CHOIR 

23 
 

24 
 
 
9AM – 12PM 
SONSHINE 
LADIES  

25 

26 
Week of  
Compassion 

9:30AM 
WORSHIP 

10:30AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL/ 
LIFE GROUP 

1:00 PM 
BAPTISM  OF  
NEVADA DISCIPLES 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
MEMBERS 

27 28     
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Upcoming Sermons 

February 5, 2023 (5th Sunday after Epiphany) 
Scripture:  Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29 (RCL:  21-29, Proper 4, Year A) 
Psalm:  37:16-18 

Theme:  Faith and judgmentalism 

Title:  “Can you see clearly?” 

What I was thinking:  It’s human nature, and it’s especially tempting for people of faith, to judge others 
harshly for their perceived shortcomings.  Yet Jesus instructs us otherwise.  What’s the antidote he 
offers us? 

 

February 12, 2023 (6th Sunday after Epiphany) 
Scripture:  Matthew 13:24-43 (RCL:  Proper 11, Year A 

Psalm:  Psalm 84:1-7 

Theme:  A collection of kingdom parables 

Title:  “Sourdough” 

What I was thinking:  The first of these parables could well be paired with last week’s reading.  The rest 
speak of a shocking attribute of God’s Realm. 
 

February 19, 2023 (Last Sunday after Epiphany/Transfiguration) 
Scripture:  Matthew 16:21—17:9 (RCL:  16:21-28, Proper 17, Year A; 17:1-9, Transfiguration, Year A) 
Psalm:  41:7-10 

Theme:  Passion predictions and Transfiguration 

Title:  “It sailed right over our heads” 

What I was thinking:  In the verses before the Transfiguration story (17:1-9), Jesus begins to warn the 
disciples of what is to come for him.  But it doesn’t make a whole lot of sense to them. 
 

February 26, 2022 (1st Sunday in Lent) 
Scripture:  Matthew 18:1-14 

Psalm:  147:7-11 

Theme:  Who is great in the Realm of God? 

Title:  “The Kids Are Alright” 

What I was thinking:  We hear the first few verses of this passage frequently enough that they’ve lost 
their ability to surprise us.  Let’s think about what Jesus is telling us here, and see if we can recover a 
sense of wonder. 
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First Christian Church Board Meeting Minutes 
January 15, 2023 

 

Board members present: Deacons- Carol Lewis, Everett McBrayer, Carol Hedrick, Lyssa Lile, Sally 
Bremer, Derek Lile, Jennifer Schmehl, Kathy Wood, and Peggy Thomas. Elders-, Phyllis McBrayer, 
Shawn Quick, Justin Quick, Carol Roberts and Diana Rich.  Board Member (Vice-Chair) Chuck Lewis. 
Others present: Carol Ann Winburn and Don Malan. 
 

Shawn Quick, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:36 AM. Justin Quick then opened with prayer. 
 

After review, the agenda was adopted on motion of Phyllis McBrayer and second by Jennifer Schmehl.  
 

The minutes of the 12-18-22 regular Board Meeting were reviewed.  One correction was made noting that 
Carol Lewis was not present at that meeting.  The minutes were then approved as corrected on motion of 
Phyllis McBrayer and second by Diana Rich.  
 

Financial Reports:  (reports included in packet to Board members) Carol Lewis, FCC treasurer, reviewed 
the December, and end of the reports as of 12-31-2022.  She noted December income of $8,864.43 and 
expenses of $14,981.57. Year to date income at $101,790.66 and Y-T-D expenses $124,866.81.  
Discussion was held noting the difference between income vs expenses and noting the total difference  in 
2022 was a negative income of -$23,076.15.  Also noted was two gas bills were paid in December due to 
timing of bills, and insurance increased due to increased evaluation of the church building. The December 
reports were approved today on motion by Justin Quick and second by Kathy Wood. The full reports are 
available; and may be reviewed in the church office. 
 

Ministers’ Report: No report to review as Rev. Hulsey was not present. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
• Follow-up on NORTH WALL:  Mike Ballerini has finished the plastering work. 
 

• Painting of North wall or entire sanctuary:  Chuck Lewis reported he is getting bids to paint 
#1. Just the north wall as this is where new plaster work was completed, and/or 
#2. The entire sanctuary.  He currently has one bid but is hoping to get one or two more. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
• Cleaning the church pews:  Everett McBrayer reported he has a bid from Cliff Lawrence to 

clean all the pews in the sanctuary for $400. We had waited till the plastering of north wall was 
completed.  After discussion about the need for this, a motion was made by Carol Roberts to 
complete this and take the $400 out of the Memorial-Restricted funds.  Motion was seconded 
by Phyllis McBrayer.  Motion passed. 

 

• South Wall of sanctuary:  Chuck Lewis reported that he has been checking the area on the 
front-south sanctuary wall behind the organ and keyboard.  This has remained dry until 
recently.  There is now definite moisture and a noticeable brown (water stain) spot. The 
problem most likely is the flat roof decking issue.  Chuck has contacted Mark Knolls to come 
look at this very soon and he hopes to bring back a report at the February Board meeting.  

 

• Painting the sanctuary:  See details under Old Business “Follow-up on NORTH WALL”. 
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Board Minutes  
 

 New Business Cont. 
 

• FCC Board Members, Officers, and Chairs 2023:  Shawn Quick, Board Chair, presented the 
list of FCC Board Members, Officers, & Chairs for 2023. This was presented FYI, no action was 
required. 

 

• Sound Board/ Hearing Device Issues:  Phyllis McBrayer noted that some of the hearing 
device/ headset boxes (battery pack) need to be replaced and then will need to be “set-up” to a 
certain frequency so they do not interfere with emergency transmissions, i.e. police, fire, sheriff, 
etc.  Phyllis was asked to investigate this by finding details on exactly what is needed and bring 
a proposal with numbers to purchase and dollar amount being requested. 

 

DEPARTMENT/COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

• OUTREACH DEPARTMENT: Phyllis McBrayer thanked everyone for the donations to the 
Community Café and Food Pantry. She also thanked all the FCC volunteers for continued 
support and for helping at Community Café.  She stated the Molten Trust money has been 
distributed.   She noted that monthly collections for food pantry items will continue in 2023. 

• PROPERTY DEPARTMENT:  Plans for 2023:  in addition to keeping up with HVAC units 
and other routine building maintenance issues, this department would like to paint the lines in 
the parking areas of the church.   

1. Carol Hedrick inquired about the car that has been parked in the south parking lot for 
some time now.  Everett McBrayer reported the owner lives to the West of the lot and he 
did ask Everett about keeping it there for a little while.  It currently has a flat tire and is 
unable to be moved. Someone suggested that Everett talk to him and maybe offer for the 
church to help repair the tire.  No definite action was taken by the Board at this time. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business brought to the board, the meeting adjourned on motion of Carol 
Roberts and second by Justin Quick at 11:12 am. 

 

Closing Prayer:  Shawn Quick closed the meeting with prayer. 
 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Carol Roberts, Secretary 
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          First Christian Church 

         (Disciples of Christ) 

         11 W. Pine Street 

         Butler, MO 64730 

 

Church Phone: 660-679-3066   
                   Fax: 660-679-5680 

Email: admin@fccbutler.org 

Web: https://fccbutler.org 

Pastor Sharla Hulsey 

revsharkie@gmail.com 

Return Service Requested 

 

THE MESSENGER 

Pleasant words are like a honeycomb,  
sweetness to the soul and health to the body. 

 
—Proverbs 16:24 


